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Voice and Influence within Leeds SILCs 

The Voice, Influence and Change Team have been working in partnership with staff from West SILC, Lighthouse School, Broomfield SILC, North West SILC and East SILC during the 2018/19 school year to provide opportunities for students to have a voice and influence within the city. 

	Make Your Mark 
Make Your Mark is the largest youth consultation in the UK for 11 to 18 year olds. Young people are given a list of 10 issues and asked to vote for the one issue they feel is most important. 

In 2018; 170 students from across the SILC’s voted in the ballot, this was 40% increase on the number of students who voted in the 2017 ballot. 

The top issues voted by young people was Put an end to knife crime. Too many young people’s lives are lost t knife crime; the Government need to do more to help end the knife crime epidemic. 
	
	Takeover Challenge
11 students from West SILC, East SILC and Broomfield SILC tookover the SEND Partnership Board on the 22nd January 2019 as part of national Takeover Challenge. 

The students chaired the meeting and shared their successes from the last 12 months before speaking to the board about their fears around knife crime, the top issue from Make Your Mark ballot, and the need for more work experience opportunities for young people with SEND. 



	

	Debating 
Following Democracy Day in 2018; students expressed an interest in debating and had a passion for expressing their views. The Voice and Influence Team have worked with the School Improvement Team at Leeds City Council to set up an inter SILC debating competition. 

Staff from East SILC, West SILC, Broomfield SILC, North West SILC and the Lighthouse School have attended debating training and will be supporting students to come together in 2019 to participate in the debating competition.
 
	
	Democracy Day 
In 2017; students from the SILC’s expressed an interest in knowing more about politics and voting. The Voice, Influence and Change Team held the first ever SILC Democracy Day in September 2018, which was attended by 33 students from across the SILC’s. 

Democracy Day gives students the opportunity to learn about the Council, City Councillors, voting and an introduction to debating. Due to the success Democracy Day will become an annual event for SILC’s. 

 

	Compass House Project
Students highlighted that work experience is a real barrier within the SILCs. Students with the more complex needs are often unable to get valuable work experience and this results in them doing work experience in their own school setting. 

With support from the Voice and Influence Team staff representatives from across the SILCs brought 13 students together to plan and open a joint pop up shop (Compass House), with students from across all SILC’s contributing to making handmade gifts. 

Compass House will be a long term partnership project that will continue to run twice a year (summer & Christmas). The project provides valuable and meaningful work experience.


	Leeds Youth Award 
On Thursday 16th May 2019, 24 students who had been involved in the Compass House project were invited by the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Leeds to the Civic Hall to receive their Leeds Youth Award. The Leeds Youth Award recognises the individual’s involvement within projects.

	





How students have benefitted 
By taking part in the various voice and influence projects over the last 12 months students have grown in confidence and gained valuable skills such as team working, organisational skills, employability skills, increased awareness of voting and democracy as well as making friends from across the city. 

	“it was good to work with people and make friends” 

“my confidence improved”

“I have learnt skills for work”

“I enjoyed every bit of it, and would love to do it again”

	
	“great opportunity to mix with public and get real work in the community”

“my money skills are much better and I feel better about travelling on the bus”

“meeting students from other schools and working with them was a real achievement” 

“it has helped me to realise the skills and qualities I have”



Thanks to Staff
Staff within the SILC’s have provided students with the support and encouragement over the last school year to take part in the voice and influence opportunities that have been made available to them. The successes from the last 12 months would not have been possible without them. 

Thank you….
	Jo, West SILC
Nick, West SILC
Rob, West SILC 
Mia, Farnley 
Mark, Broomfield SILC
	Sally, Lighthouse School
Natalie, Lighthouse School 
Daniel, Lighthouse School 
Faye, NW SILC
Michael, NW SILC
	Jamie, East SILC
Caragh, East SILC
Susan, East SILC
Rachel, East SILC
Claire, East SILC 



Next Steps…. 
· The Compass House project will continue to be delivered every 6 months, the next join pop up shop will be opening Tuesday 9th to Thursday 11th July, 10am till 2pm in the St John’s Centre. The Voice and Influence Team will then support the SILC’s to open their Christmas pop up shop in December 2019. 

· Students from across the SILCs will be taking part in the inter SILC debating competition on Wednesday 9th October, 10am till 11am at Leeds Civic Hall. 

· The Voice and Influence Team will provide opportunities for students to take part in the 2019 Make Your Mark Ballot in September 2019. 

· Students from the SILCS will be invited to takeover the SEND Partnership Board in 2019/20 to talk about the issues that are important to them. 

· The Voice and Influence Team will be delivery the second SILC Democracy Day in October 2019. 

· The Voice and Influence Team will work with the SILC’s and resource centres to work on providing students with SEND with voice and influence opportunities within the city. 
image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
LEDs ==

Youry

Y0ic




