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Voice and Influence within Leeds Specialist Schools
2020/21

The Voice, Influence and Change Team have been working in partnership with staff from the Lighthouse School, West SILC, Broomfield SILC, Green Meadows Academy and East SILC during the 2020/21 school year to provide opportunities for students to have a voice and influence within the city. 

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic the regular programme of projects had to be adapted, which also meant some of the projects were unable to run. 

	Make Your Mark 

Make Your Mark is the largest youth consultation in the UK for 11 to 18 year olds. Young people are given a list of 10 issues and asked to vote for the one issue they feel is most important. 

Due to the pandemic the 2020 ballot was held solely online and was delivered later in the year (November) and was only open for one month. Young people were asked to go to the British Youth Council website and vote. This actually made it more difficult for young people to vote, and numbers across the UK were down from 2019. 

In 2020; 10 students from Broomfield SILC completed the Make Your Mark ballot. The top issues across the UK was around the Climate, and this became the national campaign for young people. 


	Takeover Challenge

The annual SEND Partnership Board Takeover took place on the 24th November 2020. The takeover was hosted on zoom, and students put together a video that was played during the meeting. 

The takeover was used as an opportunity to share the views of young people and parents about their experiences of the pandemic. 

42 young people and 63 parents completed an online survey and the responses were collated into a written report and students fed these back to the board via video as well as students from Broomfield SILC joining the zoom meeting. 

The full report can be found here. 

Feedback from Board members included; 
“Brilliant video and all students were very confident”

“The best presentation I have seen in a long time”


	SENate 

The SENate is a consultation and information event for all students with SEND in Leeds. The event aims to bring together students and provide opportunities for them to learn from school council successes, take part in consultations and also find out information about services in the City. 

Due to the pandemic we were unable to hold a SENate in the 2021/22 academic year, instead we hosted an online Leeds Local Offer Information and Consultation Month in March 2021. The month enabled students as well as parents to take part in consultations and also visit the information market place which included videos from services. 

The full report can be found here. 

	Compass House Project

The Compass House project is a partnership work experience project coordinated by the Voice and Influence Team in partnership with the Lighthouse School, Green Meadows Academy, West SILC, East SILC and Broomfield SILC. 

In September 2020 students met virtually on zoom to discuss the December 2020 Compass House shop, due to the pandemic we were unable to host the pop up shop at Kirkgate Market, instead students designed a Compass House canvas bag which were sold via the individual settings.  


	Debating Competition  
 
On Monday 5th July, 13 students from Green Meadows Academy, The Lighthouse School and Broomfield South SILC took part in the annual debating competition at Leeds Civic Hall. Unfortunately, students from West SILC, John Jamieson and Brighshaw were unable to attend due to coronavirus. 

The motions debated were:
· ID cards should be carried by all 
· Free school meals should be available all year round

All students fully participated in the debates, and really showcased their knowledge of the subjects. The debating is a great way for students to experience public speaking. 
	SEND Youth Forum 

The Leeds SEND Youth Forum is for 11 to 25 years old with SEND who live and/or go to school in Leeds. Being a member of the Leeds SEND Youth Forum provides young people to take part in city wide voice and influence opportunities including focus groups, training, surveys, recruitment panels etc. 

The Leeds SEND Youth Forum was launched in December 2020, 5 of the 25 youth forum members attend a specialist school in Leeds. 





How students have benefitted 

By taking part in the various voice and influence projects students have grown in confidence and gained valuable skills such as team working, organisational skills, employability skills, increased awareness of voting and democracy as well as making friends from across the city. 

In February 2021; 33 students from across the settings had their involvement in the 2019/20 academic year voice and influence projects recognised by the Lord Mayor of Leeds. The Lord Mayor pre-recorded a video which schools were asked to lay to students alongside the presenting of certificates. 

Thanks to Staff

Staff within the SILC’s have provided students with the support and encouragement over the last school year to take part in the voice and influence opportunities that have been made available to them. The successes from the last 12 months would not have been possible without them. 

	Jo, West SILC
Nick, West SILC
Sally, Lighthouse School  

	Michael, Green Meadows Academy
Jamie, East SILC
Susan, East SILC

	Sarah, Broomfield SILC
Claire, Broomfield SILC 
Kathryn, Broomfield SILC
Emma, Broomfield SILC



Next Steps…. 

The voice and influence opportunities for students within Leeds specialist schools for the 2021/22 academic year has been planned; and we aim to work in partnership to provide the opportunities for students to gain valuable skills and experiences. 
· Make Your Mark Ballot (September / October 2021)
· SENate (11th November 2021)
· Takeover of the SEND Partnership Board (30th November 2021)
· Compass House (December 2021)
· Recognising Successes (February 2022)
· SENate (March 2022)
· Debating Competition (tbc)
· SEND Fun Day (will depend on funding)
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