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Voice and Influence within Leeds Specialist Schools
2021/22

The Voice, Influence and Change Team have been working in partnership with staff from the Lighthouse School, St John’s School, West SILC, Broomfield SILC, Green Meadows Academy and East SILC during the 2021/22 school year to provide opportunities for students to have a voice and influence within the city. 

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic the regular programme of projects had to be adapted.  

	Make Your Mark 
Make Your Mark is the largest youth consultation in the UK for 11 to 18 year olds. Young people are given a list of 7 issues and asked to vote for the one issue they feel is most important. 

In 2021; 126 students from specialist schools voted in the Make Your Mark ballot, the top issue was Health and Wellbeing. The top issue locally, regionally and nationally was Health and Wellbeing, and this will be the issue that young people campaign on for the next 2 years. 

Read the full Make Your Mark report here 

	Compass House Project
The Compass House project is a partnership work experience project coordinated by the Voice and Influence Team in partnership with the Lighthouse School, North West SILC, West SILC, East SILC, Broomfield SILC and St John’s School. 

From September to December 2021 students from across all the settings with support from staff met to plan their Christmas pop up shop, the students make all the decisions about the shop, create all the products to be sold and then work in the pop up shop. The 2021 pop up shop opened for five days week commencing 6th December 2021 in Kirkgate Market. 

Compass House was a great youth voice project which enabled staff and over 50 students from across six settings to work in partnership to create a valuable work experience project.


	Leeds Local Offer Developments
In November 2021; young people from the Powerhouse (West SILC post 16 provision) contacted the Leeds Local Offer to share their experience of using the website.

From January to April 2022 students met with the Local Offer and SEND Voice and Influence Coordinator on a weekly basis to review the information on the young people’s section. 

A full redesign took place and students undertook a user testing section before the young people’s section was finalised on the 25th April 2022.

A summary of the changes that were made to the young people’s section of the Leeds Local Offer directly from feedback and suggestions made by students from the Powerhouse can be found here

	Service Consultations
Five services consulted directly with students from specialist schools from September 2021 to July 2022, with a total of 163 students giving their feedback (11 to 19 year olds). 

· SEND & Inclusion Strategy – 29yp
· Health Section on the Leeds Local Offer – 15yp
· Growing up and looking after yourself – 7yp 
· SENDIASS animations – 40yp 
· Breeze Summer Events – 72yp




	Takeover Challenge
Five students from John Jamieson and three students from Green Meadows Academy took over the SEND Partnership Board on Tuesday 30th November 2021 as part of National Takeover Challenge.
Students from West SILC tried to join the meeting virtually but due to technical issues couldn’t log on. Their views and feedback were captured outside of the meeting. 

Students captured the views from of people across the specialist schools and the SEND Youth Forum, and had three asks from the SEND Partnership Board 

Ask 1: A SEND specific careers / preparing for adulthood event
Ask 2: Fun activity taster sessions 
Ask 3: Play equipment / resources in school playgrounds 

Read the full takeover report here

A SEND Specific Careers / Preparing for Adulthood Event
As a direct result of the SEND Partnership Board Takeover Leeds City Council’s Employment and Skills Team delivered the SEND Next Choices event on Thursday 23rd June 2022 at Leeds Arena. 

The event featured over 60 education, training, employment, fun activities and support services, with over 1,900 young people and families booking tickets to attend the event. 

Fun Activity Taster Sessions
Scope are developing an interactive map that highlight which short breaks and fun activities providers offer trail sessions, including the offer of a sessional worker to support. Once the map is developed it will be added to the Leeds Local Offer website and promoted. 

The Voice, Influence and Change Team along with Breeze Leeds are looking into running a SEND Activity in the 2023 academic year (funding dependent) that will feature a range of activities / sports that students can try in a safe environment. All students who attend will receive a booklet about the activities they have tried and enjoyed so they can share these with their families. 

Play resources for school playgrounds
Play students at Leeds Beckett University are undertaking a research project January to May 2023 to look into play resources for playgrounds. The students will speak to students and teachers to find out what they enjoy doing and will run trial sessions to test out the different play resources. A full report will be provided after the research, with information about funding options for schools to purchase the resources. 



	SEND Youth Forum 
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The Leeds SEND Youth Forum is for 11 to 25 years old with SEND who live and/or go to school in Leeds. Being a member of the Leeds SEND Youth Forum provides young people to take part in city wide voice and influence opportunities including focus groups, training, surveys, recruitment panels etc. 

The Leeds SEND Youth Forum was launched in December 2020, 10 of the 36 youth forum members attend a specialist school in Leeds. 







How students have benefitted 
By taking part in the various voice and influence projects students have grown in confidence and gained valuable skills such as team working, organisational skills, employability skills, increased awareness of voting and democracy as well as making friends from across the city. 

In March 2022; 62 students from across the settings were invited to Leeds Civic Hall to have their involvement in the 2021/22 academic year voice and influence projects recognised. 23 students attended the event, and the remaining 39 students received their certificates in the post. 


Thanks to Staff
Staff within the specialist schools have provided students with the support and encouragement over the last school year to take part in the voice and influence opportunities that have been made available to them. The successes from the last 12 months would not have been possible without them. 


Next Steps…. 
The voice and influence opportunities for students within Leeds specialist schools for the 2022/23 academic year has been planned; and we aim to work in partnership to provide the opportunities for students to gain valuable skills and experiences. 
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