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Voice and Influence within Leeds Specialist Schools
2022/23

The Voice, Influence and Change Team have been working in partnership with staff from the Lighthouse School, St John’s School, West SILC, Broomfield SILC, Green Meadows Academy, East SILC and Future Horizons during the 2022/23 school year to provide opportunities for students to have a voice and influence within the city. 

	Compass House Project

	The Compass House project is a partnership work experience project coordinated by the Voice and Influence Team in partnership with specialist provisions in Leeds. 

From September to December 2022; students from the Lighthouse School, Green Meadows Academy, East SILC, West SILC, Broomfield South SILC and Future Horizons met to plan their Christmas pop up shop, the students made all the decisions about the shop, created all the products to be sold and then worked in the pop up shop. 

The 2022 pop up shop opened for five days week commencing 5th December 2022 in Kirkgate Market. 

Compass House was a great youth voice project which enabled staff and 77 students from across six settings to work in partnership to create a valuable work experience project.

The full report can be found here: https://tinyurl.com/CompassHouseProject 


	SENate Event (SEND Summit)

	The SENate event provided an opportunity for secondary aged student with SEND to come
together to give their views and opinions on service delivery and development as well as finding out about services that are available to them.

The SENate is a great opportunity for students to meet others, hear about services, visit Leeds Civic Hall and make a difference!

On Wednesday 2nd November 2022, 56 students from Bromfield South SILC, Rodillian
Partnership, West SILC, John Jamieson, Oulton Academy, Green Meadows Academy and the
Lighthouse School came together at Leeds Civic Hall for the first SENate Event.

Students took part in a Children's Rights workshop, Health and Wellbeing consultation and Youth Activity Fund consultation as well as having the opportunity to visit service stalls to find out what is available to them in the city.

The full report can be found here: https://tinyurl.com/SENDSummits 


	Takeover Challenge

	Every November students from specialist provisions in Leeds takeover the Leeds Area SEND Partnership board. Students plan the meeting, agree what they want to share with the board and chair the meeting. 

Update from November 2021: Students had three asks from the board, over the last 18 months services have been responding to these asks. 
· Careers / Preparing for Adulthood Fair: Leeds City Council’s Employment and Skills team now deliver the annual SEND Next Choices event at Leeds Arena. The first event took place in June 2022, with over 1,800 young people attending. The next event is planned for the 29th June 2023. 
· Fun activity taster sessions: Scope are developing a map which shows activity taster sessions within the city. The Leeds Local Offer website has been developed to ensure there is more information about fun activities available in the city. The Voice, Influence and Change Team in partnership with Breeze Leeds and Active Leeds have secured funding from the Community Committees to run the ‘Give it a Go!’ event on the 6th July 2023, the event will provide students with the opportunity to try different activities and sports available to them in the city. 
· Play resources for playgrounds: a student at Leeds University has undertaken a research project with specialist provisions to look at playgrounds and worked with students around resources that they would like to be available. The student is looking into funding to purchase resource for schools. 

In November 2022; 12 students from West SILC, East SILC and Broomfield South SILC tookover the SEND Partnership Board on Tuesday 29th November 2022 as part of National Takeover Challenge.

Students from our specialist schools and the SEND Youth Forum have developed a resource for the teams and services to share information about the qualities they would like to see in the workers who support them in their everyday lives (https://leedslocaloffer.org.uk/#!/model/page/service/34323). 

The resource has been shared widely, and service are being asked to feedback how they have used the resource. The feedback will be shared with students. 

The full reports can be found here: https://tinyurl.com/SENDTakeover 


	Recognising the achievements of students 

	On February 21, 2023, we held a SEND Youth Voice Celebration event at Leeds Civic Hall to honour the students who have been involved in youth voice projects. 

83 individual students were recognised for their involvement in the Leeds Local Offer website review, SEND Partnership Board Takeover and Compass House project. Each student receiving a certificate of recognition from the Lord Mayor of Leeds for their amazing contributions.  


	SEND Youth Forum
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The Leeds SEND Youth Forum is for 11 to 25 years old with SEND who live and/or go to school in Leeds. Being a member of the Leeds SEND Youth Forum provides young people to take part in city wide voice and influence opportunities including focus groups, training, surveys, recruitment panels etc. 

The Leeds SEND Youth Forum was launched in December 2020, 11 of the 56 youth forum members attend a specialist school in Leeds. 

The SEND Youth Forum have worked together to create a booklet of various journeys and challenges of young people with SEND to help you help us! The resource is not just about knowing how you can support young people, but to understand how young people might perceive and feel during these experiences. The resource can be downloaded here: https://leedslocaloffer.org.uk/#!/model/page/service/34371

Members of the SEND Youth Forum have also been involved in refreshing the Child Friendly Leeds wishes, and the Children and Young People’s Plan refresh. 


	Child Friendly Leeds Wishes

	The voices and views of children and young people are at the heart of making Leeds a child friendly city.  When Leeds first set out its vision to be a Child Friendly City, we listened to the ideas of thousands of young people of all different ages. They told us what they thought would make Leeds a better city for them to play, live and grow up in and their feedback was grouped together to form our 12 wishes.

Celebrating its 10th birthday in 2022, Child Friendly Leeds has reviewed the feedback from local and city-wide consultations, surveys, and ballots over the last 3 years, capturing the views of 80,000 children and young people in the city to identify the current top issues and priorities.

The Child Friendly Leeds team and Voice Influence and Change team then worked in partnership with children and young people from Leeds Youth Council, BARCA, SEND Youth Forum, Youth Service, as well as Swillington Primary and Parklands Primary School to develop the wishes for a new generation of children and young people in the city.

The new 12 Child Friendly Leeds wishes can be viewed here: The Child Friendly Leeds wishes can be viewed here: https://www.leeds.gov.uk/childfriendlyleeds/cfl-the-story/12-wishes 

Wish 12 is specifically around SEND, and we will be working with young people and services on this wish. 

Leeds is an inclusive city for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities. 

Children and young people feel there is more awareness and understanding of different disabilities and that there are more activities and places to go that are accessible to all. 




How students have benefitted 
By taking part in the various voice and influence projects students have grown in confidence and gained valuable skills such as team working, organisational skills, employability skills, increased awareness of voting and democracy as well as making friends from across the city. 

Thanks to Staff
Staff within the specialist schools have provided students with the support and encouragement over the last school year to take part in the voice and influence opportunities that have been made available to them. The successes from the last 12 months would not have been possible without them. 

Next Steps…. 
The voice and influence opportunities for students within Leeds specialist schools for the 2023/24 academic year has been planned; and we aim to work in partnership to provide the opportunities for students to gain valuable skills and experiences. 
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